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I;_.."~.."or,,.,.,... Dear Sen-ator Dasch!e and Seillltor Lott.

(..M,~... ".~
'..~"' ~ <:':~ On behAlf of the Board of Directors of the Conference of Chief

st-Jo., Ju.~tices (CCJ), I write to express CCJ's concerns about aspeC1S ofH.R,
~ """":?;~= 3005, the Biparti~an Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2002, which is

.0!"""'"", before the Senate as part of H.R. 3009, the Andean Trade Preference
,""...c,~~;-.;k= Expans1on Act. As you may know, CCJ is an organization comprised of

:H.H-4fdT."r the chief justice or chief judg~ of the highest court of each state, the(..,IJ..'", D .. fC 1 1-. d 1 .,. . th"'p' ("'.'.\~U,t lStnCt o 0 umDla an severa temtones. "'orj{mg to Jmprovc e
!i,,/.(;gp;j.r_, administration of j'J~tice in the United States. Our issu~s rel~.te to thc:

..~_1;~..';= impact of th~ implemeTltation of the bill on the intcgrity of state 3nd
f~deral courts.104.", , 0"'..

N..;~."'",~ ,~$r~.,-~.1~ \\~ ~
~;~~~ ,~ "',. Specifically. \;.'e are concerned tha! tbe bill does not protect
~~?J.'~~~,__" Adequately the traditional va]ues of constitutional federalism and that its

implementation poses risks to the fir:ality of .judgments, ;i0 important to
our system of justice. Issues arising under simila( inve5tor protection
provisions in Chaptcr II of th~ North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFT A) ha.,'e demonstrated that such concerns ar~ well-founded.

We are aware that various state and Iota) orgal'.izatlons such as
the National Association of Attorneys G~ncra1, the Conference of
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Mayors, National League of Cities) and National Associarion of Counties have
identified similar problems Mth H.R. 3005. We share many of the same concerns.
Therefore, we urge you to consider appropriate measures to prese1"e the integrity
of the courts of this COUJItl-y and th~jr ability to adjudicate fairly and finai!y the
rights of all parties who seek justice In them.

If you have any qucstioD~, please contact me, or have members of your
staffs con1act Mr. Ed a'Connell v;ho provides administrative and technical support
10 the work ofCCJ. Mr. Q'Connell can be reached at (703) 841-5602.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Respectfully,

~~JIn~~

u.s. Senatec<::
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